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clan distinctions. The first is that of the Brahmins of upurely
living"; "these keep their principles and live continently, strictly
observing- ceremonial purity. The second order is that of the
Kshatriyas, the race of kings: this order has held sovereignty for
many generations, and its aims are benevolence and mercy. The
third order is that of the Yaisyas or class of traders, who barter
commodities and pursue gain far and near. The fourth class is that
of the Sudras or agriculturists; these toil at cultivating the soil and
are industrious at sowing and reaping. These four castes form
classes of various degrees of ceremonial purity*"1 Such an acute
observation by no means implied that Yuan Chwang failed to observe
the unfortunate Oandalas who came within the purview of Fa Hien,
for these too were noticed by the former, as having been * butchers,
fishermen, public performers, executioners and scavengers',3
The " ceremonial purity " which was observed by Yuan Chwang
appears to have been the Hindu ideal of maintaining the Varna-
srama Dharnia. It was at least preached by poets for instance
like Kalidasa and probably adopted by contemporary rulers. This
can be seen from contemporary epigraphs which refer in clear terms
to the four castes and the duties of rulers towards them. The
Mandasor stone inscription of Yasodharman and Visnuvardhana,
dated A., D. 533-34, mentions the 'advantages of those who belonged
to the (four) (recognised) castes' (varnindin)? In the undated
Asirgadh copper seal inscription of Saivavarman it is Recorded how
Maharaja Harivarman was " employing (his) sovereignty for regulat-
ing the different castes and stages of religious life V Prabhakara-
vardhana, the father of the illustrious Harsavardhana, was similarly
credited with " regulating all the castes and stages of religious life."6
In the AJIna plates of Siladitya YII, dated A. D. 766-67, it is related
how Kharagraha II " properly regulated the practices of the different
castes and stages of life/'6 From these examples it may be conclud-
ed that during the age of G-upta sovereignty it was considered a
royal duty to protect the four castes and their regulations.
That Kalidasa, among poets, was an advocate of sucli an ideal can
be observed from Ms works. He considered tharahe sovereign was the
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